
Antananarivo

MadagascarMadagascar
July 4th, 2023 - July 22nd, 2023

 

FAMILY ADVENTURE

Visiting Antananarivo, Morondava, Andasibe,
Joffreville, Ankarana, Nosy Be

Morondava

Andisabe

Joffreville

Ankarana
Nosy Be



Morondava

July 5

AVENUE OF THE BAOBABS ADD-ON: July 5 - 9, 2023

Welcome to Madagascar! 

Once you arrive in Antananarivo,
you will have a private transfer to
Novotel Convention & Spa.

July 6

Today we will take a charter flight from Antananarivo to Morondava. On
arrival at Morondava, we will be met and transferred to our lodging -
Pallissandre Côte Ouest Resort & Spa.  3 nights



Kirindy Reserve

July 7

Today, we head to the Kirindy
Reserve, home of the Fossa — the
largest mammal carnivore in
Madagascar. It is also one of
Madagascar's most threatened
ecosystems. We will spend hours
here to spot the wildlife and
discover the flora.

After our visit to Kirindy Forest, we will head back to the world-
famous Baobab Alley to photograph the dramatic sunset over
these endemic trees.

Sunset at Baobab Alley



July 8

Betania Fishing Village
Early in the morning, we will embark
on a pirogue (a traditional canoe) and
pass through the port of Botry and
navigate across the mangroves. We will
arrive at Betania, a small coastal village
of Vezo fishermen in time to watch
them haul in the morning's catch.

July 9

We will leave the resort and head to
the airport to take a charter flight
back to Antananarivo. We will return
to Novotel Convention & Spa for one
night. Those not adding on the
Avenue of the Baobabs will start their
journey here.

Morondava

July 10

Today, we will drive 3.5 hours from
Antananarivo to Andasibe, where we
will see various dramatic landscapes of
the highlands. Along the way we will
stop at Madagascar Exotic. This private
reserve is also known as the Peyrieras
Butterfly Farm, Peyrieras Nature Farm
and Mandraka Reptile Farm.

Andasibe



Mantadia Lodge

On arrival we will check into the
Mantadia Lodge. All rooms offer
complete comfort with wifi, cable TV,
panoramic views with private terrace,
indoor lounge and a wood stove for the
cool season. In the morning we may be
woken by the song of the Indri Indri,
these lemurs that can only be seen in
Andasibe Park.  

At nightfall, we'll pick up our
headlamps and flashlights for a
nocturnal walk in the rainforest, where
we can see countless frogs along its
crystal clear river and several amazing
chameleons. This is also a place to find
the unique satanic leaf-tailed gecko.

Night walk VOIMMA Reserve

July 11

Today will be a full day with our private
guide. We will visit the primary forest of
Mantadia, where there are 108 species of
birds, 14 species of lemurs, several species
of reptiles, and 84 species of amphibians.
Today's hike requires medium to good
physical conditions. You will also visit the
Andasibe Village, where you can witness
the daily life of the calm and colorful
village, and interact with local villagers.

Mantadia National Park

2 nights



Analamazaotra Special Reserve

In order to have the best observation
conditions, we will leave our hotel
around 7:30am to reach the entrance
of the Analamazaotra Special Reserve.
Here, we will look for biggest lemur —
Madagascar's famous "Indri Indri" — on
an easy hike lasting about 2 to 3 hours.

We'll also visit the Vakona Reserve,
which is home to various species of
lemurs. This will be a rare opportunity
to get up close and interact with
these primates and get amazing
photos. Numerous crocodiles can also
be found in one of the small lakes of
the property.

Vakona Reserve

This afternoon, we begin our 3.5-hour
journey from Andasibe back to
Antananarivo.  We will check into the
Relais Des Plateaux Hotel, a luxury hotel
that is the ideal oasis for a relaxing
stopover during our transit. 

Andasibe to Antananarivo

July 12

1 night



Antananarivo to Joffreville

This morning, we will be transferred to Antananarivo Airport where we will
check in for our flight to Antsiranana, located on the second largest bay in
the world. On arrival, we will drive 45km north in the mountains to reach
Joffreville.

We will check into the Nature Lodge,
a small and exclusive eco-lodge at the
doorstep of Amber Mountain National
Park. The spacious chalets offer an
endless panoramic views of either the
lush green rainforest (home of many
lemurs) or of one of the most beautiful
bays in the world.

Nature Lodge - Joffreville

Amber Mountain National Park is a volcanic and mountainous area, home to a
magnificent rainforest. Today we will discover beautiful waterfalls and lakes
and magnificent views of the far north of the island. It is also home to several
species of lemurs, birds and chameleons.

Amber Mountain National Park

July 13

2 nights

July 14

http://www.naturelodge-ambre.com/


Joffreville to Ankarana
Today we will leave the region of the bays and the forests of Amber Mountain
and hit the National Road #6. We will travel about 100km through very
heterogeneous landscapes of the Antakarana country on our way to
Ankarana.

 We'll continue driving toward the Red
Tsingy, where we will have a short and
easy walk to see this unique geological
phenomenon. Erosion of red sandstone
resulted in the formation of these
ephemeral structures carved at the
whim of the wind and rain. We will also
stop at a view point which will allow us
to take pictures over the canyons.

Explore the Red Tsingy

Iharana Bush Camp is the
most unusual among
bush camps in
Madagascar. Here,
artificial tents are replaced
by magnificent natural
cottages, and you are in
the middle of nature, far
away from televisions, air-
conditioning and
telephones. 

Iharana Bush Camp

July 15

2 nights

http://www.naturelodge-ambre.com/


Ankarana National Park Visit
Today we will have a hike in Ankarana National Park, where limestone forests
can be observed. It is composed of 150-million-year-old middle Jurassic
limestone. The park is sacred to the Antankarana people, who have
historically taken refuge from encroaching enemy armies in its caves and
other natural rock shelters

Today you will depart from
Ankarana and head toward
Nosy Be, traveling through
plantations of coffee, cocoa
and ylang ylang. Once we
arrive at Ankify Harbor, we will
travel on a private boat for a
30-min crossing to Nosy Be
Hellville Harbor and then on a
private transfer to our hotel.
Exora Beach Hotel is located
on the Bay of Sakatia and
features two swimming pools.

Exora Beach Hotel - 
Nosy Be

July 16

3 nights

July 17



Nosy Komba and Nosy Tanikely
Today we will experience a full-day excursion to the islands. Firs, we will visit
the Nosy Komba Reserve to have some close-up experience with the Black
Lemur, as well as chameleons and turtles. We'll continue to Nosy Tanikely, a
marine reserve that offers an impressive snorkeling experiences. We'll snorkel
through the coral reefs and explore the underwater diversity. We might even
spot some sea turtles while we snorkel! A fresh seafood lunch will be served.

Today, we will take a speedboat
toward Lokobe. This reserve is known
for the Black Lemur and other species
such as the gray-backed sportive
lemur and some mouse lemurs, some
endemic birds, spectacular panther-
chameleons, local endemic frogs and
several snakes. We will have a walk in
the reserve, then have lunch on Nosy
Komba, with some relaxation time
before heading back to the hotel.

Lokobe Reserve

July 18

July 19



Nosy Be
Finally a chance to relax! Enjoy a free day in Nosy Be! Lounge on sun-kissed
beaches, explore the azure ocean boasting natural coral reefs teeming with
exotic fish, and keep an eye out for a breathtaking sunset. We can arrange
additional excursions or activities if desired.

You will have a private transfer to Nosy Be Airport for your charter flight
from Nosy Be to Antananarivo. 

*Depending on your flight time to the US, you can make use of a day
room at Relais des Plateaux. You will be transferred to the international
terminal on time for your departure flight.

It's time to wave goodbye to Madagascar!

July 20

July 21



Meet Your Hosts

independent advisor. She’s always wanted to visit Madagascar — it’s always
seemed like such a hidden gem and an adventurous country to explore.
Fascinating cultures, one-of-a-kind wildlife, and truly unique experiences? You’re
speaking her language. 

Kati and her husband, Josh, have been married for 18 (glorious) years and have
two kids – Oliver, who will turn 16 just before the trip, and Isaac (who goes by Ike),
who is 10. 
 
Josh is an electrical engineer and truly loves it when he gets the opportunity to
come along on trips with Kati (although it isn’t often). He is fascinated by how
things work and spends a lot of time in his shop, building, 3D printing,
woodworking, and working on electrical projects. He is always tinkering, and we
affectionately call him Mr. Bits and Bobs! 
 
Oliver and Ike are both homeschooled and both love video games, board games,
and staying up past their bedtimes. Oliver is a counselor at in the local
Homeschool in the Wild program, where he works with younger kids, teaching
outdoor survival skills, telling stories, and generally having fun. Ike loves music
and plays the drums and ukulele in a homeschool rock band group. He has at
various times also played piano, guitar, and bass.  
 
We are excited to travel together as a family AND excited to share this incredible
experience with all of you! 
 
If you have any questions about the trip, feel free to reach out to Kati at
kati@hillsofafrica.com. 

Hi, we’re the Knowland family — Josh,
Kati, Oliver, and Ike! We’ll be hosting
your family on this trip, so we thought
you might like to know a little more
about us! 

Kati works with Sandy Salle at Hills of
Africa, and if you’re a travel advisor, you
might know her from her time as an 

mailto:kati@hillsofafrica.com

