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Hello from Hills of Africa!  Our goal at Hills of Africa is to make sure you 
are getting the EXACT African Safari experience you WANT. 
 
We understand that it is hard for you to choose where to go.  Just because 
you see a compelling picture of an adorable lion cub on that website you 
loved, doesn’t mean that you are going to get the safari that YOU want.  We 
will listen to you, and hear exactly what YOU want.   

There is more to booking a safari than most people realize, that’s why you 
need an experienced professional to guide you.  There is an enormous 
amount of thought and planning that goes on behind the scenes - getting you 
the right accommodations, getting you from point a to point b and making 
sure someone is there to meet you, or getting you off the aircraft and 
escorting you through customs and immigration.  We don’t want you 
standing in a line, when you’d rather be enjoying your safari.     

Hills of Africa has worked with thousands of clients over the past 16 years. 

Sandy was born and raised in Zimbabwe, has traveled to each of the 
countries that we help our clients visit, and loves dreaming about the 
possibilities in planning with clients.   

Amy has worked with us for 8 years, and has been to every country we help 
our clients visit.  She specializes in making sure that every detail of your 
itinerary (the ‘behind the scenes’) is spot on so that you are looked after 
every step of the way. 

Dana is new to us, but she is off to Africa to visit Zambia and Zimbabwe 
soon! We’re excited she is helping us to make sure you are being well looked 
after. 

When you work with us, YOU are our responsibility and it is our promise 
that you will get what matters most to you and what you really want in your 
trip of a lifetime. 

We don’t simply book trips; we create once in a lifetime experiences for our 
clients.  We believe that attention to detail and providing the highest level of 
service is paramount to creating an experience that will stay with you for the 
rest of your life.  



Travel Planning 
 
Things to think about 
 

• Budget – our trips are customized to meet YOUR  needs 

• Why – special celebration or occasion? Or just bucket list!  

• Who –solo traveler…family groups…and everything in between 

• When – Specific date range? How long can you be gone? 

• Hotel Preferences – must have all the glitz and glam of the Ritz?  
Or prefer local boutique properties?  Favorite hotel ever… 
 

• Safari Comfort Level – ready for a sleep out under the stars? Ok 
with canvas tents – think glamping?  Or do you need something 
more structured? 
 

• Where  - there are SO MANY possibilities! 
 

  



Safari Dreams –Your Time to Dream 
 
What do you picture when you think about visiting Africa?  Write a few 
thoughts down here…then use the below questions to help further. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any ‘must see’ destinations? 
 
 
 
Is it all about the animals?  What are your favorites? 
 
 
 
Want to experience city life?  Are you a foodie? Or into wine? 
 
 
 
Are you a history buff? 
 
 
 
What about community involvement?  Or ‘giving back’ experiences? 
 
 
 
Want to see conservation efforts first hand? 
  



Where to Go 

Thinking about a trip to Africa but wondering which country should be at the 
top of your bucket list?  Here are some ideas to start daydreaming... 

If it’s your first time to Africa — and your primary motive is a classic 
wildlife safari — then several places automatically come to mind. Between 
them, Kenya, Northern Tanzania, Kruger National Park in South Africa, 
Botswana and Zimbabwe for amazing elephants, Zambia for great cats.  I 
could go on and on...  

      

Kenya & Tanzania are famous for the Great Migration, and the beautiful, 
colorful Maasai & Samburu people.   

South Africa is known for Kruger National Park for great Big Five wildlife 
sightings.  You also have Cape Town for gorgeous coastal scenery, penguins, 
amazing food & wine in a bustling city. 

Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana and Namibia offer exceptional game 
viewing, in some respects just as good (if not better) than the more famous 
areas. 



For instance, Chobe National Park in northern Botswana and Hwange 
National Park in Zimbabwe, are probably the continent’s best place for 
elephants, sometimes more than a hundred in a single herd. And if you’re 
into hippos — or viewing animals from a canoe or kayak rather than a 4×4 
vehicle — then Lower Zambezi Zambia, Mana Pools Zimbabwe or the 
Okavango Delta Botswana might be the place for you. 

 

Namibia is best for amazing scenery – with shipwrecks, ocean, deserts, huge 
orange dunes, saltpans, mountains, grassy plains full of wildlife, and rivers in 
addition to its cities and villages, Namibia boasts a variety of super-scenic 
destinations no matter your taste. 

Uganda and Rwanda are the best places for gorilla trekking. And if you are 
a chimpanzee fan, then we need to include Uganda for you. 

Of course, Africa has a lot more than just wildlife. The best blends of beasts 
and beach are found in Kenya, Tanzania (specifically Zanzibar island), 
Mozambique and South Africa where tropical beach resorts glimmer along 
white-sand strands. 

Madagascar is the only place you’ll find lemurs in the wild, and while 
you’re there you can experience the beautiful beaches and the colorful 
people. 



What about the Weather? 
Kenya & Tanzania 

• Rainy Seasons: March to June (long rains) and October to December 
(short rains) 

• Climate:  pleasant year round daytime temps (68-85°F), and warmer/ 
humid along the coast.  Higher elevations are a bit cooler (61-68°F). 

 
South Africa - South Africa is a large country with different areas having 
their own weather patterns: 
Western Cape: 

• Rainy Season/Winter: June to August – cool days (61-64°F) and 
cold evenings/mornings (35-46°F) 

• Summer:  November to March – glorious days (79-84°F) and 
pleasant evenings (55-64°F) 

Kruger Area 
• Dry Season/Winter: May to September  – pleasant days (74-84°F) 

and cold evenings/mornings (45-54°F) 
• Rainy Season/Summer:  October to April - impressive afternoon 

thunderstorms, which last for approximately an hour, after which the 
clouds roll away, making way for a gloriously fresh evening – can be 
hot, humid days (79-84°F) and pleasant evenings (61-74°F) 

   
Botswana, Zambia & Zimbabwe 

• Rainy season/Summer:  November to April days vary from sunny to 
afternoon thunderstorms – daytime temperatures (86-95°F), with 
comfortable evenings (67-79°F), 

• Dry season:  April to October 
• Winter:  May to August – lovely, sunny days (73-79°F), but cold 

nights/early mornings (43-49°F). 
 
Rwanda & Uganda 

• Rainy Seasons:   October/November (short rains) and March to May 
(long rains)  

• Climate:  pleasant year round with daytime temperatures generally 
(75-82°F), and cooler in the higher elevations (50-60°F) 

 
 
 



What to Expect on Safari 

Days start early…you’ll be up before sunrise and enjoying cocktails 
when the sun sets!! 
 
Safari – means journey. We think safari is an experience not to be missed.  
While you can have your days tailored to what you want to experience, we 
want you to step out of ordinary into extra-ordinary.  
 
On safari, you can do game drives with your safari guide – these are taken 
in open vehicles.  Your guide is a professional and will help you to find large 
herds of elephant and buffalo, lions and their baby cubs, leopards, giraffe and 
other game.   
 
You can also enjoy beautiful walking safaris - walks are leisurely and time 
is taken to observe the smaller things in the bush that one normally misses 
when driving.  
 
Many camps have their own unique opportunities: 

• Mokoro rides (dug out canoes) in Botswana 
• Getting to know the local communities  
• Tiger Fish fishing 
• Sitting in a ‘hide’ to get an even closer view of the wildlife 
• Sleep outs in ‘star beds’ 
• Full day drives with packed breakfast & lunch 
• Helicopter or bi-plane tours 
• Hot air balloon rides 

  



A Sample Day on Safari 
 
A typical day on safari: 
(times could change depending on season &  what you see!!) 
  
6:00am - Wake up call with a knock - knock on your door 

6:30am - Light breakfast in the main area 

7:00am - Depart for your morning activity 

11:00am – Brunch  

Afternoons are for resting (after your early wake up call), visiting the spa or 
enjoying an in room treatment (if available), chatting with camp staff about 
life in camp, a dip in the pool or burning off some energy in the gym (if 
available). 
 

3:30pm - Afternoon tea 

4:00pm - Leave for afternoon game drive 

6:00pm – Cocktails watching the sun set 

8:00pm - Dinner under the stars 

After Dinner – relax by the ‘African TV’…or as we call it, the fire pit.   
Some camps may offer an optional night game drive or may have star gazing 
opportunities. 

               



What is the Great Migration? 
 
Have you ever wanted to see the greatest miracle on earth?  The Great 
Migration is probably the most exciting and exhilarating experience you can 
have. 
 
There’s nothing else like it anywhere on the planet, taking place in Tanzania 
and Kenya as the wildebeest and zebra follow the grasses all year long. 
 
What is the Great Migration?  It’s the movement of millions of large 
creatures across the Serengeti in Tanzania and Masai Mara Plains of Kenya - 
and the daily drama that plays out between predator and prey all along their 
route. 
 
The numbers are truly astounding: nearly two million wildebeest, a quarter of 
a million zebra and half a million antelopes . . . stalked by lions, leopards, 
cheetahs and crocodiles as well as those that pick at the scraps — hyenas, 
jackals, vultures and marabou storks. 
 
Although there are peak periods like May, June, July and October, 
November, the Great Migration is basically a year-round spectacle and not to 
be missed. 
 

       



Can I see Primates? 
 
Dian Fossey and “Gorillas in the Mist” put Rwanda on the map as the place 
to see mountain gorillas in the wild.  But there are actually three great 
primate destinations in East Africa — Rwanda, Uganda and more recently 
The Congo. 
 
We love to combine Rwanda and Uganda to see the Great Primates – the 
gorillas and the chimpanzees, and add some golden monkeys in here too! 
 
Given the fact that both countries are fairly small and adjacent to one 
another, it’s easy to visit Uganda and Rwanda in a single trip.    
 
The bonus of doing Uganda and Rwanda is that you’ll get your beautiful 
African Savannah wildlife like giraffes, lions, leopards, zebra, elephants etc – 
as well as Chimpanzees and Gorillas. 
 

        
 
And speaking of primates, Madagascar is the only destination where you 
can see lemurs in the wild. Depending on who’s counting, the huge island is 
home to more than 100 lemur species as well as copious chameleons, 
fabulous bird life and marine mammals offshore in the Indian Ocean. 
 



Luggage and Packing  
 
You don't want to be hauling around a heavy suitcase, and overall the ‘vibe’ 
throughout Africa is very casual.  So pack light!  The only time you may 
want something a little ‘dressy’ might be in a prestigious city hotel or 
restaurant, or if you are traveling on a luxury train.  Otherwise, relax!   
 
Most hotels and camps offer laundry services. At some camps laundry is 
included, but otherwise is usually a nominal fee to have some things washed.  
 
By working with us at Hills of Africa, we will provide a suggested packing 
list and are here help you every step of the way with packing for your safari – 
we can even come to your house and go through your closet to help you 
pack.  Beware though, we are known for taking a lot out of that suitcase to 
make it lighter!  You really won’t need as much as you think. 
 
 

 
 
  



Passports, Visas and Health 
 
When you work with Hills of Africa, we help you to be prepared for up to 
date passport and visa needs (if any) for each country you are visiting. 
 
We will also make sure you are aware of health advisories and will offer 
suggestions on what you need to do to cover your medical needs.  

 

Travel Insurance 
Hills of Africa strongly suggests that before leaving home you make sure you 
have adequate insurance – and make sure you know exactly what it covers.  
We want you to enjoy your experience of a lifetime, not worry about the little 
things – so take out travel insurance!  Don’t worry, we’ll help you! 

 

  



What about the Food? 

Get ready for the best food you’ve ever tasted.   

Breakfasts often include coffee, teas, freshly squeezed fruit juices, made-to-
order omelets, fresh fruit, pastries, and rusks (which are a mix between a 
scone and biscotti and are traditional to Africa).  

On safari, lunches are freshly made sandwiches, quiches, curries, vegetarian 
options, meats, cheeses, fresh salads, exceptional meats (such as beef, lamp, 
pork, chicken), and fresh seafood – and of course, a glass of South Africa 
wine or local beers. 

Dinners are served under the stars, in the boma (outside gathering area) or 
inside depending on weather. Again, guests will find Western dishes, such as 
herb roasted chicken, beef filet, grilled vegetables, and tasty vegetable soups, 
as well as more traditional African dishes such as lamb curry, prawn 
skewers, spicy stews, etc. 

While visiting a bustling city, such as Cape Town, however, you will have 
the opportunity to explore a wide variety of world-renowned restaurants, 
cafes, and bistros. In fact, Cape Town and its neighboring Cape Winelands 
are both internationally celebrated as being foodie meccas. Food lovers flock 
to these regions to try dishes from some of the world’s most spectacular and 
talented chefs. 

  



 

 

Are You Ready? 
 

 
Call us at 1-800-940-9344 or email us at hoainfo@hillsofafrica.com 

So we can begin turning your dream into reality. 
 

 

       
 
 
 
 

And be sure to check us out on Facebook (@HillsofAfrica),  
Instagram (hillsofafrica) and Twitter (@HillsofAfrica)! 
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